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individual and the society. Proper sexual selection was facili.
tated through the medium of group dances which provided
ample opportunities to the young members of both the sexes
to display their sexual charm, capacity and grace in a whole-
some and natural way.
The description of the dance of Melanesian girls serves
as an illustration. "The rhythm of dance is further exemplifi-
ed by the movement of the girl dancers, which consists essen-
tially of a slow rocking movement of the pelvis on the thighs,
each leg being alternately slightly flexed and the heel being
lifted from the ground. The muscles of the back give a rota-
tory movement to the pelvis causing the petticoats to swish
from side to side. When dancing in columns the movement
is usually slow/ but in solo dances so violent that the strips
of the petticoat tied over the right hip fly up in a spray of
fibres allowing the tattoo on the buttock and the thighs to be
seen/71
;*The suitor in New Guinea speaks no words but on con-
venient occasions he dances before the girl making athletic
bounds and going through the movements of spearing and
the like.'j2
Hunting. An important type of primitive dance found
almost everywhere is the mimetic dance, It seems to be
fairly certain that this type of dance is a survival of the
ancient symbolic magic intended to increase the supply of
game, the evidence of which is clearly noticed in rock-paint-
ings of the Cro-magnon man3.
When the North American Indians are unable to secure
a game for a long time, they perform the 'buffalo3 dance. This
dance must be continued without interruption till the animals
appear, There are therefore, many relays of performers so
arranged that one set may at once replace exhausted dancers,
who continue in the ring until a state of complete collapse is
reached.
ltEach dancer is clad in a buffalo robe complete with head
and horns, and in addition he must carry bow, arrows and a
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1,    Seligman C. G., The Melanesians of British New G^^rneat   p. 154,
2,    Ellis H., Studies in the Psychology of Sex,   Part I-ii, p. 43.
3,    See Davison Dorothy, Men of the Dawn, p, 114'.